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us, our ministers ought not to be ignorant: and, therefore,
to dispirit the nation with apprehensions of armies hover-
ing* in the air, and of conquerors to be wafted over by su-
pernatural means, is to destroy that happiness which go-
vernment was ordained to preserve; to sink us to tame-
ness and cowardice; and to betray us to insults and to
robberies.

If our danger, sir, be such as has been represented, to
whom must we impute it? Upon whom are our weakness,
our poverty, and our miseries to be charged? Upon whom,
but those who have usurped the direction of affairs which
they did not understand, or to which their solicitude for
the preservation of their own power hindered them from
attending ?

That the Spaniards, sir, are now enabled to make resist-
ance, and, perhaps, to insult and depopulate our colonies;
that the French have despatched a fleet into the American
seas, to obstruct, as may be conjectured, the progress of
our arms, and that we are in danger of meeting opposi-
tion which we did not expect, is too evident to be con-
cealed.

But, sir, is not the spirit of our enemies the consequence
rather of our cowardice than of their own strength ? Does
not the opposition to our designs, by whatever nation it
shall be made, arise from the contempt which has been
brought upon us by our irresolution, forbearance, and de-
lays ? Had we resented the first insult, and repaired our
earliest losses by vigorous reprisals, our merchants had
long ago carried on their traffick with security, our ene-
mies would have courted us with respect, and our allies
supported us with confidence.

Our negotiations, treaties, proposals, and concessions,
not only afforded them leisure to collect their forces, equip
their fleets, and fortify their coasts; but gave them, like-
wise, spirit to resist those who could not be conquered but
by their own cowardice and folly. By our ill-timed pa-
tience, and lingering preparations, we encouraged those to
unite against us, who would, otherwise, have only hated
us in secret; and deterred those from declaring in our fa-
vour, whom interest or gratitude might have inclined to